
 
 

 

ABOUT THE PROJECT 
 

In an effort to bring short, mid and long term assistance to those suffering from Super Storm Sandy, the second 

worst storm next to Katrina in modern U.S. history, the Hip-Hop Summit Youth Council and “The Shark” 

Daymond John, star of ABC’s hit television show “Shark Tank” and founder of FUBU, has launched the Sandy 

Rebuilding Aid Project (S-RAP) in Far Rockaway, Queens.  S-RAP is a relief assistance project offering a host of 

services which include: food, clothing, books, school materials, computers, legal/financial advice (to renters and 

homeowners), business consultation, financial aid, employment and economic development opportunities to bring 

relief to citizens in need.  The initiative will also act as a watchdog group using the power of students, parents, 

social media and the Hip-Hop Community to be a voice for citizens impacted by the storm. 
 

Band-aids and first-aid are important tools for recovery, but “Economic Aid” is essential for rebuilding a 

community.  Businesses remain devastated.  Residents have lost their home, cars, belongings, or still have no 

power.  Some live in shelters, hotels or with family and friends.  Students have lost books, clothing, computers, 

phones, and other materials needed for class.  Some have been relocated to unfamiliar schools miles from home 

due to closed facilities.  Post-traumatic stress disorder, anxiety, bullying, sleeplessness, and depression are 

emotional consequences for those who experience a natural disaster resulting in the loss of familiar surroundings.  

The affect can be especially hard on children and teens that lack the ability to cope with trauma like adults. 
 

The Category 1 storm with 80 mph winds covering about 1,000 miles was a freak of nature.  Major cities such as 

Baltimore, Washington, Philadelphia, Connecticut, New Jersey and New York were impacted.  The death toll was 

over 120 including at least 43 in NYC.  Half the NY deaths were on Staten Island.  There is an estimated $50 

billion in damages or economic losses.  More than 8.2 million households were powerless in 17 states with nearly 

2 million in NY where large areas of lower Manhattan lost power.  Entire streets, subways and tunnels were under 

water crippling the country’s largest city.  Gas rationing laws were in effect for the first time since the energy 

shortages of the 1970s seeking to ease a fuel crisis brought on by Sandy.  In Breezy Point, Rockaway, Queens 111 

homes burned to the ground and the 6-alarm fire is now being called among the worst in NYC history. 
 

“You just don’t see this kind of stuff,” said Keith Blackwell, a meteorologist at the University of South Alabama’s 

Coastal Weather Research Center in Mobile.  “It’s so strong and so large.  Normally protected areas like New 

York Harbor and Long Island are seeing the worst-case scenario.”  The surge was nearly 14 feet, a new record for 

a storm surge in the harbor.  The previous record of just over 10 feet was set in 1960 with Hurricane Donna. 
 

“Nature is an awful lot more powerful than we are,” said NYC Mayor Bloomberg.  New Jersey Governor 

Christie said, “This is our Katrina.”  President Obama said, “We are here for you, and we will not forget.  We 

will follow up to make sure you get all the help you need until you rebuild.  I don't want anybody to feel that 

somehow this is all going to get cleaned up overnight.  But I can promise that the government will work close with 

state and local officials and we will not quit until this is done.” 
 

“It takes an entire village to raise a child,” and it is time for the village to unite to help the victims of Hurricane 

Sandy.  To join our REBUILDING movement, email us at: SandyRAP29@gmail.com or visit: www.hhsyc.org. 
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